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Dear Friends and Members of Decorah Lutheran Church, 
 
We are in the midst of the 12 days of Christmas. It was so good to see so many here for Advent and Christmas 
worship services. It was also good to see many members of families coming back to celebrate with family.  We 
had about 750  people who attended our Christmas services this year.  With the gift from Dave and Kris Kratz of 
new decorations it made for a very beautiful and meaningful worship experience. A big thank you has to also go 
to all those who assisted in putting up the new decorations. The date for putting our decorations away for this 
year will be on January 11 at 9 o’clock. We hope that we can have many people there to assist to make the job go 
quickly. 
 
One of the highlights for me was seeing some of our members who cannot come to church on a regular basis  
being brought by other family members. I heard often from those members how they appreciated the God 
Squad, people who have committed themselves to visit and distribute Holy Communion to those who desire it at 
home.  So on behalf of those who cannot worship regularly with us, I thank those of you who are performing this 
ministry of visitation. 
 
As I have stated before, a great shout out and thank you should go to so many of you for your continued ministry 
with and for us here at Decorah Lutheran Church. The various activities, ministries, and functions here at the 
church are dependent upon those of you who can assist in the varieties of ministries not only to members of 
Decorah Lutheran Church but  to community members as well.  As we have been talking about Christmas         
services just to let you know that there were In excess of 75 of our members who voluntarily had a role 
(ushering, communion assistants etc.)  in our services for Christmas Eve and  Christmas day.  What a blessing that 
is! 
 
Some great things are happening at Decorah Lutheran Church, and I personally am excited to see what God has 
in store for us in the coming days months and years. 
 
On the 31st of this month my time as the interim administrator will be coming to a close. And yes, I have said this 
many times before, I want to thank all of you for what you do for our congregation, members and the             
community. We as a people are blessed to be a blessing.  As we await the next phase of ministry with the calling 
of a new lead or senior pastor we need to continue to pray that we be faithful to the calling to which we are 
called, and to realize where our calling comes from, namely our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
To God alone be the glory. 
 
Serving Christ Jesus with you, 
 
Pastor Jim Glesne 



Parish Statistics 
Baptisms 

 

 

Deaths 

12/20: Marjorie Severson 

 

Weddings 

12/21: Randi-Kate Canoy & Brad 

Suhr 

Announcements  
Men’s Breakfast will be held Jan. 9, at 7am.  Steve 

Hildebrand & Ward Budweg will be serving. Need 

Bible study program leader. 

On the 1st Sunday of each month teachers and 

students are asked to wear their DLC t-shirts. 

2020 Offering Envelopes are available to pick up. 

Happy Birthday to our 90+ Members! 

1/7: Norma Wangsness (91), 603 W. Water St., Decorah, IA 

1/14 Carlton Collins (94), C/O Sherry Wallerstedt, 4921 Holcomb Ave., 

 Des Moines, IA 50310 

The Mutual Ministry Committee is excited to host another listening post.  Please join us for one of 

four small group gatherings between services on Sunday, January 19.  We will be hosting the      

listening posts in lieu of the regular adult forum presentation that week, to allow for maximum 

participation.  There will be two groups in the social hall (at tables with a balloon) and two groups 

in the adult forum room. We are seeking your general input and questions regarding Decorah    

Lutheran Church, we do not have any specific agenda.  Thanks for joining us if possible. 

We also encourage you to attend the adult forum presentation the week prior (January 12) for the 

latest update from the church council by Dave Sacquitne. 

Annual Meeting Jan. 

26, between Services 

Congregational Potluck Jan. 26 at 5pm.  

Terry Buenzow will present on recycling in 

Winneshiek County. 



Education News by Pat Gjere 

9:00am on Thursdays Women's 

Bible Study lead by Rhonda 

Storlie meets in the Bonhoeffer 

Room. 

Sunday morning Bible Study in 

the Bonhoeffer room with 

Chris Storlie.  

Adult Forum Sunday       

mornings 9:40-10:40 in the 

Fellowship Room.  

Sunday Moring Schedule 

8:30AM Worship Service 

9:40 –10:40AM Education Hour 

Sunday School for 3 year olds-8th Grade 

High School Bible Study Grades 9-12 in Lower Youth Room  

Adult Forum in Fellowship Room 

Bible Study in Bonhoeffer Room with Chris Storlie, facilitator 

Coffee Hour in Social Hall 

10:45AM Worship Service 

Adult Forum in January 

 Jan. 5: Sheriff Dan Marx, Winneshiek County Sheriff’s Office 

 Jan. 12: Dave Sacquitne, Council President Message/Update 

 Jan. 19: Mutual Ministry Listening Post 

 Jan. 26: No Adult Forum due to the Annual Meeting Memory Awards for November 

John 3;16: William Baker, Bethany Curtis, 

Jasse Mincks, Ossie Nordschow, Colton  

Onsager, Harper Schutte, Ellery              

Schwickerwath 

The Lord's Prayer: Brinley Lechtenberg 

The Apostle’s Creed: Isaiah Bonnet, Edisen 

Fullhart, Ellis Thompson 

Ten Commandments: Gabe Leibold, Mara 

Olson 

December 

Apostle’s Creed: Nora Brynsaas, Crosby 

Butler, Colby Leiran, Hallie Simpkins, Kelbi 

Schuman  
 1st - 6th Grade Christmas Program.  Thank you to Becca 

Bryansaas for directing the program & Susanne Twedt for 
accompanying the program. View the program at            

https://vimeo.com/378307038 



On Sunday, December 8th, Decorah Lutheran 7th graders visited Aase Haugen.  After performing some 
Christmas selections for the residents, the SS students visited with the residents as they colored a picture of 
the Nativity Scene or discussed answers to a “Joy to the World” word game.   

A big thank you to the parents & grandparents who made sure that their child/grandchild was there to be a 
“cheerful giver”, sharing their time & talent to make the day a little more special for the residents.  Thank 
you, 7th graders!   

Blessings! 

Susanne & Rick Twedt 

Front Line (L to R): Logan Frye, McKenzie Riley, Kamryn Steines, Ivy Sullivan, Jacob’s grandma, Susanne Twedt 
(co-coordinator) 
Back Line: Jacob Maret, William Hahn, Bryce Elsbernd, Kathy Elsbernd (SS teacher) 

 Thank you to the 7th grade students for    
assisting with the "Birthday Party for          

Jesus."  Thank you to parents who furnished 
the cupcakes and punch.  

Thank you to Jenn Sullivan for directing the Pre-K 

and Kindergarten Christmas Program, to Mya     

Sullivan for accompanying and to Pastor Glesne 

for sharing a story.  



Youth Ministry 

Decorah Lutheran Library 

I would first like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the very warm welcome to DLC.  
No one will know how much it means to me.   
 
It is hard to believe that 2019 has come to an end.  It just seems like yesterday when we were worried about Y2K 
and the entire world shutting down.  We survived and here we are…..2020.   
Here is a quick 2020 update: 
 
Senior League:  We started the month of December with a silly game using sliced turkey (you will have to ask a 
youth for details) and ended with the month with a Christmas celebration that included games, a video about the 
birth of Christ told using social media and an Extreme White Elephant gift exchange.   
We will be off for a couple weeks so the youth can spend the holidays with their families, but will kick 2020 off on 
Wednesday, January 8.   
 
Junior League:  I would like to make it official and let everyone know that Junior League will start meeting on the 
third Sunday of the month.  Sunday, January 19 @ 3pm will be the 2020 kick off.  I would like to use this meeting 
to plan and find out what the youth would like the meeting to look like.  To start off, these gatherings will be 
open to all 7th and 8th grade students (not just DLC youth).  Parents – if you have questions or need anything, 
please let me know.       
**Watch for 5th and 6th activities/events coming soon** 
 
Help Wanted:  Yes, the new guy is asking for help.  The Wednesday afterschool program needs help.  This is a 
great opportunity for anyone wanting to impact the lives of children/youth, but not wanting to teach a class or 
lead an activity.  All that is required is your presence.  Stop by the youth room and hang out with the kids – it is 
really that simple.  Of course, I must add a disclaimer:  It is possible that you might get roped into playing ping 
pong or helping make a craft or maybe sitting on the couch (my favorite) and watching the movie (popcorn     
provided).  The only requirement is that you are willing and able to SMILE.  If you are interested, please let me 
know.  Thanks in advance for your consideration.            
 
As mentioned earlier, please watch for more specific details on the events, activities and meetings for the youth.  
We are going to make the first half of 2020 fun-filled and impactful.       

Thanks to Susanne Twedt for the Guideposts series called Patchwork Mysteries in 20       
volumes, each with a separate story by different authors, so do not need to be read in     
order.  The first six are added at this time (with the exception of #2, not available now):   

#1 – Family Patterns by Kristin Eckhardt 

#3 – Pieces of the Past by Susan Page Davis 

#4 – Timeless Treasures by Cara Putman 

#5 – Homespun Holiday by Kelly Ann Riley 

#6 – Time to Share by Jo Ann Brown 
 

DLC Library Committee Members:  Sue Boehm, Deb Cook, Marcia Fox, Dianne Fye, Bonnie Gilbert, Beth     
Guzman, Ruth Jauert, Karla Miene, Elaine Sims, Cheryl Thompson, Jan Tyler-Blanchard, Jeri Wilson, Laurel 
Womeldorf, and Lilly Womeldorf.  



Health Ministry 
Radon Dangers 

A Health Ministry Check-Up  

By Krista Vanden Brink, RN 

 

January is National Radon Awareness Month.  Many of us don’t realize the dangers of radon or even     
understand why we need to be concerned. 

Radon is a colorless and odorless gas that comes into our homes through cracks and other holes in the 
foundation.  Radon is found in nearly all soils from the natural decay of uranium.  Any home can have a radon 
problem whether it’s old and drafty or new and well-sealed and even in homes without a basement.         
Winneshiek County and much of Iowa have high levels of radon in the soil. 

Radon is the number one cause of lung cancer among non-smokers.  Overall, radon is the second leading 
cause of lung cancer.   It is estimated by the Environmental Protection Agency that radon is responsible for 
over 20,000 lung cancer deaths every year with almost 3000 of these deaths in people who have never 
smoked.   

The best way to find out if your home is healthy is to conduct a radon test.  You can opt to spend         
hundreds of dollars to bring in a professional to test your house but, there is a cheaper alternative.  Simply 
purchase a radon test kit.  They are available at most hardware stores and some public health agencies.  The 
directions are right on the package and you can get the results sent directly to you.  Ideally, you want your 
home to test less than 4 pCi/L.   

Once you receive the results you can research ways to reduce the radon levels in your home or find a   
professional who can help you get your home healthier.  Your health depends on it.   

Sprit Release 

Hunger is a serious problem for some families in Decorah, and DLC is stepping up 

to make a difference to food-insecure kids and families in our area by holding an 

Outreach Program Food Packaging Event. 

According to the US Census Bureau, over 9% of people in Winneshiek County live below the poverty level 

and 10% who are food insecure, meaning they often lack the security of where their next meal is coming 

from. 

Join us Saturday, January 18 at DLC from 1-4pm in the Social Hall. This is a unique assembly line process, and 

any person of any age or ability can be a part of this food packaging event. It is not only a fun way to work 

together, but it will have an immediate positive impact on our community. 

We will be assembling care boxes to distribute to our local food banks. Each box contains 6 meals of          

oatmeal, 6 meals of mac & cheese and 6 meals of Spanish rice. Our second assembly line will be packaging 

rice and beans designated for Tanzania, Africa 

Specific details will be provided in the coming church bulletins and temple talks. Sign-up sheets will be 

placed in the narthex in January. This is a great way for DLC to lead the food relief program in our community 

and the world.  

For more information about The Outreach Program visit www.outreachprogram.org. 



Church Council Minutes 
November 12, 2019 

 

Members Present: Interim Admin. Rev. Jim Glesne, Dave Sacquitne, Tamie Onsager, Scott Nordschow, Julie Askelson, 

Rebecca Swella-Smedsrud, Jim Sims, Ward Budweg, Dennis Young, Dennis Wohlfeil, Connie Kuennen, Tim Wilson,    

Andrea Wilson, Danielle Askelson, Jeremy Thompson, Deb Myhre, Matt Burkey, Rick Twedt, Randy Iverson, Ted Wilson, 

Deb Myhre, Susanne Twedt,  

Members Excused: Cortney Holm, Gregg Pattison  

 

Call to Order: Dave Sacquitne 

Devotions: Pastor Jim Glesne/ Mission Outreach, Reading from Thessalonians, Letter from Paul 

Review of Agenda: Motion to accept the agenda with the addition of letter “d” by Tamie Onsager, 2nd by Rebecca S- 

Smedsrud; Carried. 

Approval of Minutes: Motion to accept minutes with corrections, 2nd by Rick Twedt; Carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mary Fitch reports that the previous month was a typical month regarding income/expenses; 

slightly ahead in giving for the year. 

 

Visitor Recognition & Communications: None noted. 

 

Committee reports: 

Education - Attendance 1st 124 2nd 93 3rd 87 4th 102; Stewardship Voting Results: Kids Lunch Club and Northeast   

Iowa Humane Society.  Aase Haugen Home visits by Sunday School Students going well.  Christmas Program Dec 8th 1st

-6th grade practice on Wed, 15th Pre thru K Birthday party for Jesus in Social hall after short program parents being 

asked to bring cupcakes and juice to be provided.  Martin Luther’s visit this Sunday – by Mr. Beckman at worship for 

children’s sermons and Sunday School music & classes.  Blessing of Shoe Boxes this Sunday the 17th delivery to Stone 

Ridge Church on the 19th.  5th & 6th grade students will put together Personal care kits for LWR after Thanksgiving. 

($250 Grant from Thrivent to purchase supplies for kits).  Confirmation update – 26 students confirmed on November 

3rd – 8th & 9th going well Randy and the guides are doing great work for this.  Continue to work on Education           

calendar. Copies distributed to all committee members.  Vacation Bible School Motion by Connie and second by Teresa 

to schedule outside camp again during week of Nordic Fest. Discussed lake side organization from Okoboji for this year. 

Preschool program included and 7th grade will go to Wellington again.  Adult Forums this weekend the education,  

worship and stewardship committees will present information on each committee functions. 

 

Youth – Youth Director, Jeff Rodman, begins 11/13/19 on a part-time basis; need a letter to request changes to bank 

account, removing Randi-Kate Canoy and adding Kirstie Bower. 

 Motion by Danielle Askelson, to remove Randi-Kate Canoy from Youth Committee bank accounts at Decorah 

Bank & Trust and confirm Kirstie Bower and add Andrea Wilson to Youth Committee bank accounts at DB & T, 2nd by 

Ward Budweg; Motion carried. 

 

Stewardship- “Reverse” Advent Calendar presented by Rebecca Swella-Smedsrud and noted that Tamie Onsager would 

be responsible for details and implementing the project; Kaden’s Kloset was the last recipient of Noisy Offering, NEIA 

food Pantry is the next recipient.  

 

Worship – Christmas Eve Services will be at 3:00, 5:00, & 7:00 PM with communion, Christmas Day Service will be at 

9:00 AM with no communion; discussion of securing Supply Pastors and looking to SE Minnesota for available pastors; 

suggestion to remove a pew in the middle of the sanctuary for more handicap seating, Property & Management will 



discuss the matter. 

 

Evangelism- New members Darron & Sue Sander this month; in Jan there will be a food packet project; Angel Tree will 

be displayed by Sun 11/17/19, planning the next congregational meal; yearly calendar has been completed; Welcome 

signs for narthex and above doors is approximately $1,000.00 form Letterwerks. 

 

Property & Mgmnt- Approved rentals in Dec; Checking into bell tower painting and fixing the exterior door to the 

Youth Room; welcome the new custodian Darron Sander. 

 

Pastors’ Report- Twenty-six youth were confirmed; Randy Iverson is teaching 8th & 9th grades confirmation; request to 

better inform DLC office Staff of committee activities, improve committee communication; will reach out to Pastor Bill 

White regarding a mission project. 

 

Mutual Ministry: None noted. 

 

Personnel Committee: None noted. 

 

Call Committee: Met with Pastor Brackett of NEIS Synod on 10/23/2019; received 3 pastoral profiles from the Synod & 

6 names have been submitted; Call Committee asked the Synod to research the 6 submitted names; interviews being 

scheduled. 

 

Old Business: None noted. 

New Business: 

a) Future plans regarding Interim Administrator, no action to date. 

b) Reminder to have Committee year-end reports to office by 12/31/2019 

c) Council serves coffee on Dec 29th, Volunteers needed. 

d) Motion to approve Ward Budweg as Renee Lillibridge’s replacement on Worship Committee by Dennis Young, 

2nd by Andrea Wilson; Carried. 

Other Discussion:  Comment by Chris Storlie regarding the latency of replacing Interim Administrator, more advance 

strategic planning is needed.  Chris posed the question, “Whose responsibility is it to decide on securing another          

Interim Administrator?”  Decided through discussion and according to the roles and responsibilities of Executive     

Committee in accordance with the DLC Constitution, Executive Committee is responsible for replacing the Interim    

Administrator position. 

 

New Members: Darron & Sue Sander, Motion to welcome Darron & Sue by Randy Iverson, 2nd by Rebecca Swella-

Smedsrud; Carried 

Transfers In: none 

Remove from Membership: none 

Transfers Out: Ron & Helen Snell transfer to First Lutheran Church, Decorah; Motion to accept the Snells transfer out 

by Randy Iverson, 2nd by Rebecca Swella-Smedsrud; Carried 

Next Executive Mtg: Tuesday, December 3, 2019 @ 6:30 PM in Bonhoeffer Room. 

Next Council Mtg: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 @ 7:45 PM in Fellowship Room, committees at scheduled times. 

Motion to adjourn: Motion by Rebecca Swella-Smedsrud, 2nd by Jim Sims; Carried.  

Closed with Lord’s Prayer 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Askelson 

Council Secretary 



DLCW Ministry  

Thank you to the Sunday School Students who 
made the tree ornaments in the Social Hall.  

Coffee Hour Schedule:    January  5  &  12        Ruth  Circle 

                                              January  19  &  26           Deborah  Circle 

                                             February  3 &  10            Ruth  Circle 

                                                 

Kitchen Cleaning Committee Schedule:      January  -   Betty Storla  &  Karla Miene 

                                                                            February  -  Chris Thompson  &  Linda Hjelmeland 

We are in need for someone to do the laundry weekly.  This may be a duty for the Kitchen Cleaning          

Committee or if there are individuals who would be interested in this duty please let the Church Office know 

or Sandy or Nancy, it would be much appreciated. Margaret, our faithful laundry person, is retiring after 

many, many years of doing DLC table cloths and dish towels.  THANK YOU MARGARET.    

It was announced at the Fall Gathering of the DLC women that Lutheran World Relief is in urgent need of 
School Kits. For instructions, consult the WELCA booklet, or go to www.lwr.org/schoolkits.  A pattern for the 
drawstring backpack is available in the church office. 
 

Anyone celebrating a special day and would like to furnish treats for coffee hour please call Church Office, 

382-3601.  

  

Save cancelled postage stamps. Cutting a ¼’’ to ½”  border around stamp. Containers in Library. Also saved 

Box Top labels help the Navajo Christian Academy financially, containers found in Library 

The kitchen cleaning committee has been doing a wonderful job on cleaning the kitchen area. It shows and is 

much appreciated by all.  Keep up the good work  and  THANK YOU for all your hard work. 

Please check Kitchen for pans or dishes you may have left. 

Questions, concerns, or suggestions, please call the church office. 

Sandy Kittelson & Nancy Spilde, Co-Chairpersons of DLCW  

http://www.lwr.org/schoolkits


Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

January 5 
8:30 am – Kevin Weselmann, Tim 
Wilson, Mike & Michelle 
Schwartzhoff 
10:45 am – Jim & Kari Burns, Kent 
Kleckner, Mark Franzen 
January 12 
8:30 am – Jim Sims, Dennis Myhre, 
Dave Gilbert, Steve Vanden Brink 
10:45 am – Mark Steffens, Jake  
Hildebrand, Jason White 
January 19 
8:30 am – Mike Thompson, Randy 
Peterson, John Boehm, Mark     
Nelson, Terry Ramlo, Claire       
Askelson 
10:45 am – Jon & Jackson Pipho, 
Keith Johnson 
January 26 
8:30 am – Ron Stoskopf, Scott 
Kirkeberg, Rick & Susanne Twedt 
10:45 am – Becky & Gerry Weiand 
 
 

Nursery 
January 5 
8:30 am – Todd & Jennifer Sime 
10:45 am –  
January 12 
8:30 am – Pam Pahl 
10:45 am – Jackson Rolfs 
January 19 
8:30 am – Max Wilson 
10:45 am – Jenna Lundtvedt 
January 26 
8:30 am – Chloe & Camrin Chyle 
10:45 am – Ron & Rebecca Nelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greeters 
January 5 
8:30 am – Shirley Vine, Nancy    
Carolan 
10:45 am – Robert & Rebecca 
Smedsrud, Kari & Jim Burns 
January 12 
8:30 am – Kylie & Jesse Butler  
10:45 am – Dave & Cindy         
Hansmeier, Becky Curtis 
January 19 
8:30 am – Carmen Johnson Family, 
Mike Miculinich, Jerry & Heather 
Frey 
10:45 am – Marcia Fox, Ron &    
Rebecca Nelson 
January 26 
8:30 am – Tina Onsager, Marissa & 
Scott Nordschow 
10:45 am – Elaine Sims, Lisa & 
Dwayne Lundtvedt 
 
 

Readers 
January 5 
8:30 am – Cindy Huber 
10:45 am – Robin Hansen 
January 12 
8:30 am – Julie Askelson 
10:45 am –  
January 19 
8:30 am – Randy Peterson 
10:45 am – Katherine Gisleson 
January 26 
8:30 am – Susanne Twedt 
10:45 am – Randy Peterson 
 

 
Altar Guild for January 
Joy Roslien, Shirley Vine 

 
 
 
 

Communion Set-up 
January 5 
8:30 am – Dave Sacquitne 
January 12 
10:45 am – Lisa & Dwayne 
Lundtvedt 
January 19 
8:30 am – Laurann Gilbertson 
January 26 
10:45 – Nancy Spilde 
 
 

Communion Assistants 
January 5 
8:30 am – Dave Sacquitne, John 
Baker, Nancy Carolan 
January 12 
10:45 am – Tracy & Wayne Dostal, 
Mark Steffens 
January 19 
8:30 am – Krista & Steve Vanden 
Brink, Terry Ramlo 
January 26 
10:45 – Beth Guzman, Keith        
Christensen, Renee Smock 

 
 

Acolytes 
January 5 
8:30 am – Brynn Storhoff 
10:45 am –  
January 12 
8:30 am –  
10:45 am –  
January 19 
8:30 am –  
10:45 am –  
January 26 
8:30 am – Brynn Storhoff 
10:45 am –  
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Purpose: to openly accept 

God’s call to faithfully teach, 

serve, and share His gift’s. 

Special Events 

• All Teachers & Sunday School Students should wear their 

DLC t-shirts, Jan. 5 

• Recognition of New Members Jan. 5, at the 8:30 service 

• Christmas Decoration takedown Jan 11 at 9am 

• Food Packing Event 1-4pm Jan. 18 

• Jan. 19 Junior League Event at 3pm 

• Annual Meeting Jan. 26, between services 

If you would like to view the 

SPIRIT on the church website 

only, please inform the 

church office and we will take 

you off the mailing list. If the 

office is not notified you will 

receive a paper copy. If you 

DO NOT want a paper copy 

please call or email the 

church. 


