
Decorah Lutheran Church  ●  309 Winnebago St., Decorah, IA  52101  ●  563.382.3601  

www.decorahlutheran.org ● office@decorahlutheran.org 

Beloved members of Decorah Lutheran Church, 

I begin as your pastor in less than ideal circumstances. I had great excitement about starting in Decorah, and I know 
that you have been waiting a long time for your next pastor. Because the COVID-19 outbreak has changed the way 
we interact with each other, I will not get to know you personally for a while. But as your pastor, I will do what I can 
to support you spiritually in the weeks ahead. Once it is safe for us to gather together again, know that we will       
celebrate even more the gift of community that God gives us. 

In the meantime, I want you to get to know me. My first name is Peter. My parents liked that name a lot. They 
thought it was a strong name. My father’s name is Paul and my mother’s name is Mary, so when I was born our little 
family became Peter, Paul, and Mary! Music has always been important to them and likewise it is for me, so a nod to 
a famous musical group was appropriate. In the Bible, Peter is the “rock” of the church. I can relate with the disciple 
Peter who tried his best for Jesus but often failed – sometimes I am rock-solid in my faith, but often times I feel more 
like a blockhead! 

My middle name is Raymond. When my father was a boy, his brother Raymond died at age 13 of childhood leukemia. 
Losing a sibling during childhood is an especially traumatic experience. He gave me the middle name Raymond to  
remember his brother. To keep that memory alive, I always use the initial R. when I print or sign my name. 

Kowitz is an odd last name. It is an Eastern European and Jewish name that means “smith.” Often it is the ending of a 
more formal name like Moskowitz or Berkowitz. I fondly remember the animated movie “An American Tail” because 
the main character is Fievel Mousekowitz! Although our name came from Poland, my ancestry is quite diluted. 
Grandma Kowitz was 100% Swedish, making me only 25% Swedish. (And recently we found out that her family was 
only in Sweden for about 200 years, coming from Germany before that.) My three other grandparents came from 
mixed stock. On both of my parents’ sides, we’ve been in this country for so many generations, and married for love 
not heritage, that there is no talk of the homeland. We Kowitzes consider ourselves “American” more than any other 
nationality. 

As a called and ordained minister of the church, my title is Pastor. A pastor is the shepherd of the flock, the spiritual 
guide, the one who leads. Although you and I may become friends, and I will certainly be your neighbor and an active 
member of the Decorah community, my primary reason for being here is to be your pastor. Most often you will call 
me Pastor Kowitz, or simply Pastor. The youth like to call me “PK” and I’m fine with that. 

The most important name I have, though, is one we all share in our baptisms: Beloved Child of God. On April 4th I will 
celebrate the anniversary of my baptism. On that day in 1976, water was poured over me three times and the pastor 
said, “Peter, you are a beloved child of God, and are sealed with the Holy Spirit and marked with the Cross of Christ 
forever.” More than my name, family history, or occupational title, my identity (and yours) is found in baptism. God’s 
saving action is for me and for you and for all the world. Baptism is the public sign that God has claimed us as his   
children, making us beloved heirs to the kingdom! 

Although we are separated now because of safety precautions, know that you are claimed as a beloved child of God. 
That love is stronger than death; it doesn’t diminish; it cannot be washed away. God’s love for you is eternal. 

Peace+ Pastor Kowitz 



Announcements  

Congregational Potluck April 26 at 5pm.  

Presentation yet to be determined. 

Do Day Helpers!!!  We will start back up April 

20. If you are interested in helping out with an  

evening session or have questions, please 

email or call either Jane (hildebja@luther.edu 

or 563-380-9680) or Carol 

(stodca01@luther.edu or 630-319-5246). 

Come and join the fun! 

Luce-Bergeson College Scholarship forms are 

due to the church office by April 15. Forms can 

be found on the DLC website. EWALU         

Campership Scholarship forms can also be 

found on the website. 

Dear Decorah Lutheran members, 

In keeping with current recommendations from the Center for Disease Control, Decorah Lutheran will cancel 

church services and all activities through April 12. 

During this period, contact the office during normal office hours by calling or emailing.  Our staff will be 

working, but we need to keep them safe.   

Live streaming of Decorah Lutheran Church’s Sunday Worship (closed) service at 9:00am will begin March 22 

and continue through April 12.  You may view live worship or later re-play of worship using the connection 

on the Decorah Lutheran website (go decorahlutheran.org  to bottom of the Home Screen and click the red 

YouTube icon), and you may also view delayed broadcast of the service on Mediacom channels 15 and 79.2 

on Wednesdays at 6:30pm. All previous services can be found on the “Listen” tab as well. 

We will use our current Rick Warren study “40 Days in the Word” videos on Wednesday evenings in place of 

a Lenten worship service. Tune in at 6:00pm.  (Go decorahlutheran.org  to bottom of the Home Screen and 

click the red YouTube icon, will be separate icon from above paragraph). 

Our Church Council is asking that you strive to continue your financial support through the mail during this 

period; it is important we continue to support our church missions. 

Please keep our congregation in your prayers as we trust that God will continue to bless and guide us during 

this difficult period.  

 

DLC Executive Committee 

Options for Viewing Services Online  

1) Go to decorahlutheran.org and scroll to the 

bottom of the page, click on the red YouTube 

icon labeled “DLC YouTube,” select desired      

service 

2) Go to decorahlutheran.org and hover over the 

“Listen” tab, click “Worship Service,” this will 

bring you to the most recent service, to view      

older services click on the link below the video 

http://hildebja@luther.edu/563-380-9680
http://stodca01@luther.edu/630-319-5246


Education News by Pat Gjere 

9:00am on Thursdays Women's 

Bible Study lead by Rhonda 

Storlie meets in the Bonhoeffer 

Room. 

Sunday morning Bible Study in 

the Bonhoeffer room with 

Chris Storlie.  

Adult Forum Sunday       

mornings 9:40-10:40 in the 

Fellowship Room.  

Sunday Morning Schedule 

8:30AM Worship Service 

9:40 –10:40AM Education Hour 

Sunday School for 3 year olds-8th Grade 

High School Bible Study Grades 9-12 in Lower Youth Room  

Adult Forum in Fellowship Room 

Bible Study in Bonhoeffer Room with Chris Storlie, facilitator 

Coffee Hour in Social Hall 

10:45AM Worship Service 

Memory Awards  

November 

John 3:16: William Baker, Bethany Curtis, Jasse 
Mincks, Ossie Nordschow, Colton  Onsager, Harper 
Schutte, Ellery  Schwickerwath 

The Lord's Prayer: Brinley Lechtenberg 

The Apostle’s Creed: Isaiah Bonnet, Edisen Fullhart, 
Ellis Thompson 

Ten Commandments: Gabe Leibold, Mara Olson 

December 

Apostle’s Creed: Nora Brynsaas, Crosby Butler, Colby 
Leiran, Hallie Simpkins, Kelbi Schuman  

Ten Commandments: Brent Burkey, Luke Duffield, 
Austin   Erickson  

January 

John 3:16:  McCoy Bonnet 

The Lord’s Prayer: Eva Butler, Taylor Vick 

Apostle’s Creed: Arianna Gilmore 

February 

Ten Commandments: Rylee Wohlfeil 

The Lord’s Prayer: Jodi Fullhart, Ivy Sime 

March 

Apostles' Creed: Olivia Nelson 

Books of the Bible: Carlton Nordschow 

Ten Commandments: Jeffrey Gilmore  

1 John 4:7a:  Keaton Carlson, Eloise Lechtenberg, 
Maryn Monteith, Koen Schwickerath 

John 3:16:  Kooper Schuman, Kegan Vorwald 

The Lord's Prayer:  Andi Dibble, Rowan Malone, 
Blakelyn Rauk, Kaelyn Root, Reese Root, Karver       
Vorwald 

Adult Forum in April 

 April 19: TBD 

 April 26: TBD 



Sunday School Students made Valentine's Day Cards for Nursing Home residents and Home 
bound residents.  

Sunday School Students assembled 25 School 
kits for Lutheran World Relief. A Thrivent     

Financial Action Card grant provided funding 
for the supplies and backpacks.    

SAVE the DATE! 

VBS - July 20-23, 2020 

For 4 Year Old - 8th Grade 

Education Reminders 

 Confirmation sermon notes due April 1st 

 Sunday School students continue to work on      
assigned Memory Work 

 1st- 6th Grade Sunday School songs are on DLC 
WEB page -click on connect & youth 

 A link to some fun activity sheets: http://
www.freefuneaster.com/easter-coloring-pages/ 



Decorah Lutheran 

Sunday School  

Memory Work 

 

 

 

____________________________________                        

Student’s  Name 

 

has memorized the following: 

 

____________________________________ 

 

Date_______________________________ 

 

Parent’s or Teacher’s 

 

Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Please return this to the 

Sunday School Teacher  

or the Sunday School Office,  

after completing assigned  

memory work. 

 

Teachers - Please return this to the 

Sunday School Office 

Additional cards can be found in the Sunday School 
Office. 

Decorah Lutheran  

Sunday School  

Memory Work  
 

3 year old      Table Prayer/bedtime prayer 

 

4 year old        I John 4:7a (Let us love one 

                      another because love is from God) 

 

Kindergarten  John 3:16 

 

Grade I Memorize The Lord's Prayer 

 

Grade 2 Memorize  Ten Commandments 

 

Grade 3 Memorize The Apostles Creed 

 

Grade 4 Memorize Books of the Bible 

 

Grade 5 Memorize Ten Commandments 

and the meanings  

 

Grade 6 Memorize The Apostles' Creed  

and the meanings 

 

Grade 7 Memorize The Lord's Prayer and 

the meanings 

 

Grade 8 Memorize Psalm 23 

 

1.  Recite memory work to parent or teacher 

2. Parent signs memory work card 

3. Return card to Sunday School Teacher or 

    Sunday  School Office. 

4. Students will receive their certificate and pebble in      

Sunday School. 

 

Please sign other side when                          

memory work is completed.  



Youth Ministry 

Decorah Lutheran Library 

My contribution for March installment of The Spirit will be short and sweet…  

First, I would like to thank those that stuck around after the March congregational 

potluck for an evening of Decades Bingo.  We weren’t the largest group in history, 

but we really had lots of fun.  I can honestly say that it has been a long time since I 

had laughed that hard.  It was a blast!!   

DIRTY FEET RETREAT – not that we need more bad news, but the leadership of 

Camp Ewalu has made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Dirty Feet Retreat.  

Even though this retreat has been canceled, I am hopeful that the other summer 

activities will take place.  Watch for updates as they become available.   

The last item is that I need to let everyone know that I have made the difficult decision to step down as the 

DLC Youth Director.  The last few months have been an absolute blast.  I would like to extend a heart-felt 

THANKS to everyone.  I am grateful for your kindness and support.   

As we continue through these trying times, please remember the words from Joshua 1:9…  “Have I not         

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God 

will be with you wherever you go.”   

Thank you to Luann Smith for the gift of The Seven Longest Yards by Chris and Emily Norton with Mark Tabb.  
Chris and Emily refer to this book as “Our Love Story of Pushing the Limit while Leaning on Each Other.”  This 
unforgettable and inspiring love story tells how Chris and Emily battle their greatest obstacles and found new 
life together.  From private struggles to shared blessings, this remarkable memoir is your stirring invitation to 
put one foot in front of the other, especially in the face of the impossible. 

 

Angles Ever Near compiled and edited by Evelyn Bence includes stories that will amaze and hearten you, true 
stories of God’s messengers breaking through at critical moments to protect, guide, strengthen, and comfort 
men, women, and children who need special help and direction. 

 

Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels by Kenneth E. Bailey, lifts away the      
obscuring layers of modern Western interpretation to reveal Jesus in the light of his actual historical and    
cultural setting.  The author employs his trademark expertise as a master of Middle Eastern culture to lead us 
into a deeper understanding of the person and significance of Jesus within his own cultural context. 

 

DLC Library Committee Members:  Sue Boehm, Deb Cook, Marcia Fox, Dianne Fye, Bonnie Gilbert, Beth        
Guzman, Ruth Jauert, Karla Miene, Elaine Sims, Cheryl Thompson, Jan Tyler-Blanchard, Jeri Wilson, Laurel 
Womeldorf, and Lilly Womeldorf. 



Health Ministry 
A Coronavirus Care Package---Just for You! 

A Health Ministry Check Up 

By Krista Vanden Brink, RN 

 

Coronavirus or COVID-19 is in Winneshiek County and many other parts of the state and country.  We’ve had 

to significantly change our plans.  Life has been disrupted.  Upended.  We see the news and it seems we can’t 

escape.  It all seems so scary.  I know all too well that the information changes, almost daily.  Every now and 

then we all need a little care package, especially now. 

• Please practice self-care.  Get your 7-9 hours of sleep and feel proud about being able to do that.  

Sleep does wonders for your immune system! 

• Journal.  Take a few minutes each day and list just 3 things you are grateful for and 3 things that would 

make today great.  If you want to write more about your feelings and such, please do.  It helps to get 

those emotions out. 

• Go for a walk.  Yes, I know you are to maintain social distancing of 6 feet or more and those in high risk 

age groups/disease categories are to stay in your home and not have others come in.  It’s good for the 

immune system to take a walk.  The fresh air is good and even if it’s just around the block, take a walk!  

Walking is a great way to deal with this new stress in life.   

• Enjoy nature.  Go out and watch the sunrise or the sunset.  Have you ever?  It can be beautiful.  Take a 

picture every day at the same time and then go back and watch how it all changes ever so slightly and 

yet so dramatically.  Nature is good for the immune system. 

• Practice social distancing.  This means staying 6 feet apart.  Social distancing does not mean social    

isolation!  Make calls, write letters, send a text or email to someone just because!  We all need some 

encouragement and smiles to get us through the day and these uncertain times.  Remember, this is 

only temporary. 

• Stay true to facts.  Use reliable sources for your information such as the CDC, Iowa Dept of Public 

Health, WHO.  We need to be positive.  We need to be supportive and learn from those that have been 

there.  Seeing the way through is more than half the battle.   

• Perform senseless acts of kindness.  If you order out, give a big tip to someone who’s not expecting it.  

You may have profoundly turned someone’s day around.  If you are healthy, please offer to pick up 

supplies, medications, groceries for a friend or neighbor.  Be one of the ‘helpers.’  Your immune system 

gets boosted again. 

• Think about how happy your pets are that everything has been cancelled.  Our pets are SO happy 

when you spend time with them.  Guess what?  Pets help our immune system. 

Why all the talk about the immune system?  You need a strong one to fight disease, including COVID.  In this 

time in which it seems we can’t do much there’s so much we need to do to maintain our health.  As a society, 

your job is to wash your hands, stay home, and get food to your parents and grandparents so they don’t have 

to go out.  These are uncertain times and sometimes fear takes hold.  God is close and has whispered, “The 

Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged.” (Deuteronomy 31:8).  So let’s get on with getting through, shall we?  Remember, 

God’s got this! 



Dear members of Decorah Lutheran Church, 

Our congregation, this community, our nation, and the entire world are facing an event that is changing daily 

life. As leaders of this congregation, we have met and will continue to stay informed about the threat of this 

virus to Decorah Lutheran Church. 

In general, as we are all aware at this stage, corona virus is taking a toll on health and communities across the 

world.  It is no longer a threat “somewhere else”.  It has come close to home with two positive tests coming 

from people living in Allamakee county and now a case in Winneshiek county.  The swift movement of this 

disease and its spread has turned the world, including ours, upside down and is causing public leaders to 

make decisions on a daily and hourly basis to try to minimize illness and spread.  We continue to learn more 

and more each day but there is still much that is unknown.  What is known, is this virus spreads at a faster 

rate, with greater morbidity and mortality than influenza.  To reduce exposure and the spread of corona    

virus, Decorah Lutheran Church will follow the most current CDC recommendations of gatherings being 10 

people or fewer and follow the lead of Decorah community schools in being closed for 4 weeks. With            

thorough executive committee discussion including Pastor Kowitz via speaker phone on 3/16/20, it was      

determined we will cancel in person services through  April 12th upon which we will review and discuss        

further plans as a committee on April 1st.   We will offer video streaming of services via our own church         

website at www.decorahlutheran.org at the bottom there are two icons, one DLC Facebook (white letter F) 

another red with a white triangle.  The red icon labeled DLC YouTube will take you directly to the YouTube 

link to view previously recorded services.  

• Video services will include a Wednesday service using the 40 Days of the Word videos and               

discussion topics, starting March 18 with lesson #3 in place of Lenten services. 

• The Sunday video service will be at 9:00 am starting March 22 with Pastor Thompson, Daryl    

Hansmeier singing and playing music, a reader/assistant, children’s sermon and AV person to     

ensure streaming is running well.  

We recommend not coming to the church for any meetings. During this period, contact the office during    

normal office hours by calling or emailing.  Our staff will be working, but we need to keep them safe.  If      

visiting is absolutely necessary follow the CDC requirement of distancing 6 feet via staying at the threshold of 

the office doorway to reduce contact.  As much as possible, we will continue with church governance 

meetings such as Council and Executive Committee taking all due caution. 

Following the school closure recommendations means also no youth programming of any kind, including   

confirmation classes. 

Small groups should not be meeting.  

If you are over age 60 and/or have heart disease, diabetes and lung disease you need to avoid public spaces, 

large crowds, and travel.  You need to stay home as much as possible to reduce your risk of exposure and 

Letter From Executive Committee 

http://www.decorahlutheran.org/


Readings for April 

April 5, Palm Sunday 

Lessons: Isaiah 50:4-9a & Philippians 2:5-11 

Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66 

April 12, Easter 

Lessons: Acts 10:34-43 & Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 

April 19 

Lessons: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 &1 Peter 1:3-9 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

April 26 

Lessons: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 & 1 Peter 1:17-23 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35 

subsequent illness.  This guideline will follow the recommendations we’ve given regarding closed services.    

During this time, we request that you consider continuing to support our church and ministry with your       

regular offerings.  We are doing a lot of work to continue to support your spiritual needs & guidance.  Pastor 

Thompson will be doing the services as planned until Pastor Kowitz starts with services on April 5th.  There are 

instructions on our website to consider electronic giving if you are not already signed up.  You can also mail in 

your offerings to the church.  

Please understand we care for you all, want you to be safe and well.  As hard as it is to avoid social              

interaction, be creative to do so in ways that don’t require physical contact.  Please stay home.  

The executive committee, council officers and Pastor Kowitz will continue to work diligently to stay up to date 

and keep you all informed in decisions we make in light of new information and recommendations from 

trusted sources.  

We are reminded of God’s faithfulness during troubled times in Romans 8:38-39, “I am convinced that         

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” Although we will not be physically together at Decorah Lutheran Church for a while, we trust that 

we are not separated from God’s unfailing love for us during these troubled times. 

-DLC Executive Committee 

 



Happy Birthday to our 90+ Members! 

4/3: June Holm (97), 2479 River Rd. Room 706, Decorah, IA 

4/5: Darlene Strinmoen (94), 702 Maiden Ln. Apt. 2, Decorah, IA 

DLCW Ministry  
Coffee Hour Schedule:           April  19  &  26                   Priscilla  Circle                              

                                                 

Kitchen Cleaning Committee Schedule:       April  -  Kari Burns  &  Nancy Spilde 

                                                                             May  - 

April  25  -  Upper Iowa River Cluster Spring Gathering at Immanuel Lutheran in Cresco 

May 7  -  Mark your calendars for Larry Reis’ program for DLCW at 2pm. Larry is the Naturalist for Winneshiek 

County and he will share his presentation on “Flowers.” Don’t miss it! Bring a friend!  

May  2  -  LWR  truck – Decorah 

June 17-19  or  July 5-7  -  Grandparent Camp – Ewalu Stone Retreat Center – Strawberry Point 

June  20  -  NEIA Women’s Annual Gathering – Wartburg College, Waverly.  Anyone interested contact Church 

Office for registration and Scholarship Application forms. 

2020 Triennial  -  July  16 – 19  -  Phoenix  

It was announced at the Fall Gathering of the DLC women that Lutheran World Relief is in urgent need of 

School Kits. For instructions, consult the WELCA booklet, or go to www.lwr.org/schoolkits.  A pattern for the 

drawstring backpack is available in the church office. 

Anyone celebrating a special day and would like to furnish treats for coffee hour please call Church Office, 

382-3601.  

Save cancelled postage stamps. Cutting a ¼’’ to ½”  border around stamp. Containers in Library. Also saved 

Box Top labels help the Navajo Christian Academy financially, containers found in Library. 

Thanks to Roger Buhr for mailing two cartons of cancelled stamps to the Bethel Mission in Germany. Stamps 

were brought to DLC and  the youth helped trim and get them ready for mailing. Thank you to all who helped 

with this project. 

The kitchen cleaning committee has been doing a wonderful job on cleaning the kitchen area. It shows and is 

much appreciated by all.  Keep up the good work  and  THANK YOU for all your hard work. 

Please check Kitchen for pans or dishes you may have left. 

Questions, concerns, or suggestions, please call the church office 

Sandy Kittelson & Nancy Spilde, Co-Chairpersons of DLCW  

http://www.lwr.org/schoolkits


Church Council Minutes 
Council Meeting 02/11/2020 UNAPPROVED AS ADENDUM WAS ADDED POST MEETING 

Present: Mary Fitch, Danielle Askelson, Doreen Fullhart, Jeremy Thompson, Connie Kuennen, Shirley Finley, Tim Stoddard, Ron  

Kregel, Tamie Onsager, Deb Myhre, Dawn Deines-Christensen, Rick Twedt, Jim Sims, Susan Twedt, Julie Askelson, Matt Burkey, Tim 

Wilson, Andrea Wilson.  

Absent:  Randy Iverson, Rebecca Smedsrud, Ward Budweg, Courtney Holm 

 

Call to order and devotions:  Tim Stoddard 

Approve agenda:  Moved:  Tamie Onsager   2nd:  Tim Wilson   Motion carried:  Yes 

Approval of previous minutes:  Moved:  Julie Askelson  2nd:  Sue Twedt   Motion carried:  Yes 

Approval of Treasurer’s report:  Moved:  Connie Kuennen  2nd:  Tim Wilson   Motion carried:  Yes 

Question was raised regarding a need for approval for current new council officers.  Julie Askelson explained that a special meeting 

was held after the annual meeting in which members were elected and voted on and already submitted to the office.   

 

Representatives from Mutual Ministry:  Chris Storlie and Jim Gilbert gave an update on the mission of the group for new council 

members.  They requested a notation on the Council calendar to meet in June 2020 for follow-up on today’s hand outs and       

mentioned items.  Handout included copies of “Mutual Ministry Committee Recommendations to Council and Update January 

2019”, and “Recommendations an Update December 2018”. 

 

Call Committee Update:  Andrea Wilson presented candidate of choice and compensation work sheet to the counsel for review.  

Call committee members presented testimony of characteristics and skills of the proposed candidate it in favor of extending in a 

formal call letter.   

• Motion to extend a formal call to the candidate of choice as presented moved by Shirley Finley, 2nd by Rick Twedt.  Motion 

carried:  Yes 

• Motion to approve compensation work sheet as written explained moved by Julie Askelson, 2nd by Connie Kuennen.  Motion 

carried:  Yes 

 

Reports from Committees 

Evangelism:  Presented by Dawn Deines-Christensen 

Congregational potluck scheduled for 02/23/2020 speaker will be Krista Vanden Brink.  Committee plans to re-evaluate potluck to 

increase attendance and family outreach.  Report on food packing event for local and international mission held on 2/1/20 was a 

success.  Approximately 50 volunteers between church members, nonmembers and members of local rotary Club were present 

and accomplished the full project in less than 3 hours.  Committee plans to work on effort to get our church local out more visually 

including welcome signs and cards in the pews.  They are working on audio visual work including Facebook, brochures and        

magnets.  Visitor bags have been made in are available for to those visiting the church with information about us. 

Worship:  Presented by Matt Burkey 

Committee discussed current supply pastor schedule and possible transition for a new incoming pastor.  Jeff Rodman presented 

opportunity for youth to lead services on 3/29 and plans to coordinate with the currently scheduled supply pastor Daryl Thompson.  

Looking to continue with liturgy assistance and coordinate now and with a new pastor in the future.   Discussed plans to hold a 

breakfast in the fall.  Committee member Gregg Pattison is stepping down and therefore committee will need to find a replacement 

for a council member.  April 1st Lent soup supper, plan to coordinate chili cook off.  Looking for 7-8 participants.  Committee       

discussed the present need for liturgy assistants and how it is helpful our congregation is more involved.  We felt that if our new 

pastor would still want this type of help, committee would continue to find liturgy assistants. 

Stewardship:  Presented by Julie Askelson 

Plans to replace tables in social hall underway and financially will be supported by a Depot grant, Virginia Sacquitne Endowment, 

money from Nordic Fest dinner and the women’s and men’s group therefore we will not need to do a capital campaign.   During 



council meeting it was discussed to consider donating the old tables.  So now moving on to possibly replacing the old rectangle 

tables in the social hall and used for other church activities, currently stored under the stage.  At this point taking inventory and 

looking into options.   Plans for Aase Haugen and their new structure, stewardship is looking into possibly furnishing their new 

chapel-currently gathering information as the building has been delayed.  Lent offerings will go toward Aase Haugen.  

Education:  Presented by Jeremy Thompson 

Spent committee meeting time welcoming new members and getting them on board. Discussed current Sunday school attendance 

numbers. Kathy Elsbernd will lead the 7-8th graders in the 40 days in the Word during lent.  Brigit Storhoff will do the same with the 

high school youth.  Sugar Creek VBS is contracted for 7/20-7/23.  Committee is working holding VBS option for the younger kids not 

included in Sugar Creek and Jeff Rodman to do something with 7th graders and the nursing homes possibly.   High school graduating 

seniors to get traditional mugs, expecting about 22 students.  Committee also looking into a teacher appreciation coffee event.  

Property Management:  Presented by Tamie Onsager 

Reviewed rentals:  SoDa club and associated piano lessons.  Committee agreed to meet with Jill Wilson to discuss use and possible 

associated fees. Request submitted by Shirley Finley to consider compensation to Julie Askelson for typing up a human resources 

binder for the church.  Committee agreed to this consideration.  Committee plans to have an attorney review the Human resources 

binder. Committee also plans to review and update policies regarding church rental charges and visitation fees.  Still working on 

replacing the hearing aids.  

Committee agreed to work on getting purchase requisitions standardized and more detailed in order to better account for which 

accounts are used and for what purchases. Actively seeking quotes for education wing roof.  They’ve received one quote so far. 

Continuing to assess and work on handicap access within the church. Insurance for the church is due for review in October, it has 

been some time since assets and coverage has been reviewed and clarified. Currently seeking estimates to update and replace  

current sound system.  Plan to work on touch up painting throughout the church and seeking volunteers.  

Youth:  Presented by Andrea Wilson 

Due to previously scheduled youth event monthly meeting was rescheduled to 4/16/20 so not much new to report.  Since the last 

council meeting Jeff Rodman’s 60 day review was completed and submitted to the office.  Currently looking to plan for Easter    

sunrise service, Easter breakfast and summer youth trip.  

Personnel:  Presented by Julie Askelson 

Human resources manual completed and ready for review by an attorney.  

 

Old Business:   

• Thank you to the previous council members.  

• With new council officers need to have new documentation signed at Decorah Bank and Trust to be able to sign as needed on 

accounts.  Tim Stoddard already current since he’s been available to do so in another capacity for the church.  Will need to 

have forms updated for Mary Fitch and Andrea Wilson (as secretary).  Confirmed Tamie Onsager and Tim Wilson still current 

for capacity as members of Property Management for payroll. 

ADDENDUM (3/10/20):  Accounts for Tim Stoddard, Andrea Wilson and Mary Fitch to sign are as follows:  Decorah Bank & 

Trust: General Checking #18132 and Restricted account #87645.  Capital Campaign, Viking State Bank #1454056 

(sometimes referred to as the Building Acct or Roof Acct) 

A motion to authorize a change in bank account signers to include new president Tim Stoddard, treasurer Mary Fitch and new     

secretary Andrea Wilson was moved by Tamie Onsager, 2nd by Sue Twedt.  Motion carried: Yes.  

• Council coffee scheduled for 3/29.  Volunteers to serve:  Tim and Carol Stoddard, Tamie and Ron Onsager and Shirley and  

Merlyn Finley.  

 

No transfers.  

 

Motion to adjourn by Tamie Onsager, 2nd by Jim Sims.  Motion carried:  Yes 

Closed with Lord’s Prayer 

 

Andrea Wilson, Council Secretary 





Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

April 19 
8:30 am – Mike Thompson, Randy Peterson, John 
Boehm, Mark Nelson, Terry Ramlo, Claire Askelson 
10:45 am – Jon Pipho, Keith Johnson, Jackson Pipho 
April 26 
8:30 am – Ron Stoskopf, Scott Kirkeberg, Rick &      
Susanne Twedt 
10:45 am – Becky & Gerry Weiand 
 

Nursery 
April 19 
8:30 am – Amanda Hahn, Ambria Pipho 
10:45 am – Cassandra Malone 
April 26 
8:30 am – Solveig Kleppe, Sally Laybourn 
10:45 am – Jacki Frank, Lydia Frank 
 

Greeters 
April 19 
8:30 am – Mark Steffens, Norma & Gary Hall 
10:45 am – Sarah & Jonathan Carlson 
April 26 
8:30 am – Joan Rulon, Rick & Susanne Twedt 
10:45 am – Marcia Fox, Bonnie & Jim Gilbert 
 

Readers 
April 19 
8:30 am – Marybeth Cary 
10:45 am – Steve Hildebrand 
April 26 
8:30 am – Robin Hansen 
10:45 am – Mark Franzen 
 

Altar Guild for April 
Diane Ward, Verna Hanson 

 
Communion Set-up 

April 19 
8:30 am – Stephanie Steines 
April 26 
10:45 – Larry Berland 
 
 
 

Communion Assistants 
April 19 
8:30 am – Ron Stoskopf, Danielle Askelson, Kari  
Tjossem, Tim Wilson 
April 26 
10:45 – Steve & Jane Hildebrand 

 
Acolytes 

April 19 
8:30 am – Brynn Storhoff 
10:45 am –  
April 26 
8:30 am – Annika & Henry Brynsaas 
10:45 am –  
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Special Events 

• Congregational Potluck, Apr. 26, at 5pm 

• Save the Date! VBS: July 20-23, 4 Year Old Through 8th 
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