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Dear friends in Christ, 
 It was about week or so ago when I counted the number of “robo” calls on my phone. I had 23 in one day.  
Now I was impressed! They have lessened to a degree these past few days but they still come in on a regular basis. 
Do I answer them? No! I have gotten to the point where if I do not recognize the number, I do not answer. Now this 
can cause a bit of a problem but if it is important, people will leave a message, and I can call back. Oh by the way, I 
have a “robo” call blocker on my phone and I am on the “donotcall.gov” list but they (the robo callers) seem to have 
a way of getting around these things. 
 It got me thinking about the importance of communication and things that oftentimes get in the way of com-
munication. One of the problems can be the simple fact that I do want to listen to a call. Perhaps, I am too busy and 
want to delay answering a call.  Or maybe it comes down to the fact that I choose not to talk to the person or per-
sons who happen to be calling me. Now I realize this is a bit of a stretch, but in the sense the call that each and every 
one of us has from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ can be responded to or not responded to in the ways that we 
have just talked about. 
 As we begin our fall season many things are “calling” to us. But I guess I would like to ask the question of 
what importance is your spiritual life to you as you meet life head-on? We seem to be living in a culture and a time 
where we like to ignore the call of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, personally and also as a part of the community of 
faith. You see our call is not just a personal response to Jesus Christ and our heavenly Father, but also is an invitation 
to be a part of the community of faith, yes to personally grow in faith, but also to be responsible to each other as sis-
ters and brothers in Christ.   
 That brings me to yet another point. Elsewhere in the SPIRIT you will find a letter from Kathy Murray who has 
served this congregation faithfully for so many years as organist accompanist and music leader. Speaking on behalf of 
the congregation I know that many of you are extremely thankful for her ministry among us and to us. Thank you, 
Kathy, you have been and are a blessing to many. 
 Also, our youth coordinator Randi-Kate Canoy will also be leaving. She has been with us a very short time but 
has done a great job ministering to our youth. Randi-Kate will be planning her wedding and making preparations for 
her move with her fiancée to Hawaii as he serves in the U.S. Navy. Thank you Randi-Kate for your service, and may 
God go with you as you start this next chapter in your life. 
 With these positions coming to a conclusion. Please pray for our committees and personnel committee as we 
search for replacements. To go with the theme of our article that people will respond to the “call” of the ministry of 
music and of youth. Speaking of that we also are gearing up for Sunday school and confirmation. We are very thank-
ful for the many teachers and confirmation guides that have responded to the call to teach. We are excited to report 
that Randy Iverson will be teaching our eighth and ninth grade confirmation students this year. I will be meeting with 
the 10th grade confirmation students as they prepare for their confirmation on All Saint’s Sunday, November 3rd. Our 
Call Committee also has been meeting regularly and we ask that you will continue to uphold them in your prayers. 
 Yes, much is happening around church. We can be very thankful for all the people in our midst that take seri-
ously serving each other in the name of Christ.  We are all “called” to reach out into the community, and beyond, in 
our service in Christ’s name. We indeed are very fortunate congregation with strong ministries. 
 Serving Christ and His Church with you, 
 Pastor Jim Glesne           



Announcements  

Youth Ministry 

Please note the Do-Day scheduled for Sept. 2, 
will NOT be meeting. Enjoy the holiday. We will 

plan to meet on September 19, then the first 
and third Monday of the month in October and 
November. New members are always welcome. 

Questions contact Carol Stoddard or Jane      
Hildebrand.  

Thanks to everyone who came to help me        

celebrate my birthday after church on July 

7. The many cards, hugs and best wishes 

helped to make it a very special day. I had a 

wonderful time! 

-Elsie Kittleson 

Farewell for Randi-Kate will be held during coffee hour on 
Sept. 1st. 

Youth programming will pick back up on Wednesday,       
September 11th. 

On September 15th, the youth will host coffee hour with an 
open house to look at the newly renovated youth room! 
Cake and coffee will served down in the youth room for all 
who are able to join. 

The Youth committee is looking for volunteers to help lead 
the high school bible study that will take place on Sunday 
Mornings during the education hour.  

The Youth committee is also looking for volunteers to help 
with the after school program on Wednesday afternoons. 

The youth would like to congratulate Officer Smutzler on his 
new promotion!  

Tim Wilson, Dave Smutzler, and Riley Wilson 
working on the youth room. 

Men’s Breakfast will be held Sept. 12, at 7am. 

Steve Johnson & Tim Stoddard are serving.  

Thank you to the Meals on Wheels Volunteers 

for September: 

September 2-6: Cal Anderson & Dick Moore 

September 9-13: Pat Lien 

September 16-20: Farm Credit Employees 

September 23-27: Linda Fullhart 

September 30-October 4: Dave & Donna Gilbert 



9:00am on Thursdays Women's 

Bible Study lead by Rhonda 

Storlie meets in the Bonhoeffer 

Room. 

Education News by Pat Gjere 

Sunday morning Bible Study in 

the Bonhoeffer room with 

Chris Storlie.  

Adult Forum Sunday       

mornings 9:40-10:40 in the 

Fellowship Room.  

READING THE APOSTLE'S MAIL 

    Two days after Labor Day, September 4, at 9:30 a.m., Pastor Ole Winter plans to offer a study of a 

Biblical book. The class will meet in the Fellowship Hall of Decorah Lutheran Church. Under the gen-

eral title, “READING THE APOSTLE'S MAIL,” he will offer a fall term study in the Biblical book of the 

Apostle Paul's First Letter to the church in Corinth. Pastor Winter said, "We plan to take a new look 

at this personal letter written by the great missionary known simply as Paul. Though it might be 

considered a 'theological treatise' it is really a personal letter to a congregation of which he was the 

founding pastor. It is truly a letter where he speaks the truth in love." 

    Every class session will conclude by 11:00 a.m. with a coffee break supplied by members of the 

class. Plans call for this class to continue until the Christmas season. All are welcome! 

Sunday Moring Schedule 

8:30AM Worship Service 

9:40 –10:40AM Education Hour 

Sunday School for 3 year olds-8th grade 

Senior High Bible Study Grades 9-12 in Lower Youth Room  

Adult Forum in Fellowship Room 

Bible Study in Bonhoeffer Room with Chris Storlie, facilitator 

Coffee Hour in Social Hall 

10:45AM Worship Service 

Confirmation Begins September 4 

Meal at 5:45, class 6:20-7:20 

8th & 9th grade confirmation:  

• Meets in the Social Hall. 

10th grade confirmation: 

• Meets in the Fellowship Room. 

• A parent must attend the first class with the                 

confirmation student. 

• Pastor Glesne will be leading the class. Confirmation      

Sunday is November 3rd at the 10:45 service. 



Rally Sunday, September 8! 9:15-10:45 in the Church parking lot!  

Activities include:  bouncy castle, face painting, ring toss, connect 4, dunk tank, operation game, bingo, corn 

pond and more.  There will be display tables from WELCA quilting ministry, Prayer Shall Ministry, Operation 

Christmas Child, Music Ministry, Worship Committee. Refreshments will be served.  All are welcome! 

Adult Forum in September 

 Sept. 15: TBD 

 Sept. 22: TBD 

 Sept. 29: Kristina Wiltgen, Decorah Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

Sunday School teachers for grades 2, 

4, 5, 7 & 8 needed. Please call the 

church if you can help. 



Decorah Lutheran 

Sunday School  

Memory Work 

 

 

 

____________________________________                        

Student’s  Name 

 

has memorized the following: 

 

____________________________________ 

 

Date_______________________________ 

 

Parent’s or Teacher’s 

 

Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Please return this to the 

Sunday School Teacher  

or the Sunday School Office,  

after completing assigned  

memory work. 

 

Teachers - Please return this to the 

Sunday School Office 

Additional cards can be found in the Sunday School 
Office. 

Decorah Lutheran  

Sunday School  

Memory Work  
 

3 year old      Table Prayer/bedtime prayer 

 

4 year old        I John 4:7a (Let us love one 

                      another because love is from God) 

 

Kindergarten  John 3:16 

 

Grade I Memorize The Lord's Prayer 

 

Grade 2 Memorize  Ten Commandments 

 

Grade 3 Memorize The Apostles Creed 

 

Grade 4 Memorize Books of the Bible 

 

Grade 5 Memorize Ten Commandments 

and the meanings  

 

Grade 6 Memorize The Apostles' Creed  

and the meanings 

 

Grade 7 Memorize The Lord's Prayer and 

the meanings 

 

Grade 8 Memorize Psalm 23 

 

1.  Recite memory work to parent or teacher 

2. Parent signs memory work card 

3. Return card to Sunday School Teacher or 

    Sunday  School Office. 

4. Students will receive their certificate and pebble in      

Sunday School. 

 

Please sign other side when                          

memory work is completed.  



Health Ministry 

Decorah Lutheran Library 

Be Prepared! 
A Health Ministry Check-Up 
By Krista Vanden Brink, RN 

 
The Boy Scout Motto is “Be Prepared.” The dictionary defines “prepare” as to make ready, put together or 
provide with what is needed.  Upon the announcement of the “big snowstorm,” people pack the grocery 
stores to buy milk, bread and other comfort foods in the event that we just might not be able to get out 
again!  A few weeks ago Pastor Vik illustrated a sermon by showing a variety of handy tools he keeps in his 
car in case of a travel emergency.   
 
Most of us also believe that “it won’t happen here or to us.”  Or, “We can always get to the store to get sup-
plies, they have tons in the storeroom.”  Guess again.  We live in a “just-in-time society.”  Semis continually 
transport and deliver goods. We buy ice melt when it’s already slippery instead of at the beginning of the sea-
son or batteries when the flashlight doesn’t work.  
 
A disaster is defined as a sudden event, such as an accident or a natural catastrophe, that causes great dam-
age or loss of life. A disaster also could be the loss of a job or a serious health condition.  At any moment a 
disaster could happen.  Often, this can be a scary time for young and old.  Prepared, Not Scared. Be 

Ready for Disasters is the theme for National Preparedness Month.  It really can happen here and to you 
or me so get yourself prepared.  Stock up, prepare a disaster go-kit.  Be sure to check out the Health Ministry 
bulletin board for ideas on how you can get prepared.   

Reunion by Lauraine Snelling features Keira Sorenson who is preparing for a bittersweet 
family gathering, the first since her mother’s passing.  Sorting through her mother’s 
house, Keira uncovers a fifty-year old secret, which challenges her very identity.  As Keira 
struggles with many questions, her brother Marcus and his wife Leah grapple with a secret of their own.  
Their college-bound daughter is pregnant. 

 

Moondust Lake by Davis Bunn is an uplifting novel about searching for all the things in life that matter, em-
bracing them, and never letting go.  It’s not about forgetting the past.  It’s about facing it.  It features Buddy 
Helms, a top executive in the family business and Kimberly Sturgis,  a professional psychotherapist whose 
tragic past has granted her a rare ability to gently release her patients from their self-made prisons. 

 

A Song of Joy by Lauraine Snelling is book #4 of the Under Northern Skies series.  In Minnesota in 1911, Nilda 
Carlson is torn between life in the city of Blackduck and spending time with her family back home on the 
farm.  Her employer, Mrs. Schoenleber, gives her more and more responsibility including leading an exciting 
new philanthropy project to help the area’s immigrant community—raising money to build affordable homes 
for Blackduck’s newcomers.  Nilda also finds herself distracted by her piano lessons with the handsome 
schoolteacher, Fritz Larsson. 

 

DLC Library Committee Members:  Sue Boehm, Marcia Fox, Dianne Fye, Bonnie Gilbert, Ruth Jauert, Elaine 
Sims, Cheryl Thompson, Jan Tyler-Blanchard, Jeri Wilson, Laurel Womeldorf, and Lilly Womeldorf.  



DLCW Ministry  

Operation Christmas Child boxes will be available on Rally Sunday.  We also have red 

bins in the church to collect individual supplies such as Hygiene items (bar soap, wash 

cloths, toothbrushes, etc.), School Supplies (pens, pencils, markers, etc.), Toys (small 

stuffed animals, dolls, cars, balls, etc.), and Accessories (scarves, sun glasses, hats, flip 

flops, etc.). 

Now is a great time to take advantage of low prices during back-to-school sales to get quality shoebox items.  

It’s also a great time to talk to your kids about sharing God’s love to those in need.  Why not pick up a few 

extra items as you are shopping, and talk to your kids about the difference this simple gift can make to a child 

who has very little? 

Visit https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/occ-stories/ for more information and to 

hear amazing stories of how a simple gift can change the life of a child. 

Coffee Hour Schedule:       September   1  &  8                 Priscilla  Circle 

                                                September   15  &  22            Jr.  &  Sr.  League 

                                                September  29                        Church Council  

Sept. 20 - 1:00pm LSI Fall Salad Luncheon /auxiliary meeting at St. John American Lutheran-Cedar Falls 

Oct. 18 - 1:00pm LSI Fall Salad Luncheon/auxiliary meeting at St. Peter Lutheran-Denver 

Sept. 28 - Upper Iowa Cluster D Fall Gathering – St. John’s Lutheran  -  Waukon 

Anyone celebrating a special day and would like to furnish treats for coffee hour please call Church Office, 382-3601.  

Lutheran World Relief spring totals: 1567 Quilts: 555 Personal Care Kits; 93 School Kits; 444 Baby Care Kits; 7 Fabric 

Kits; 8 Blankets; 46 lbs. Soap. Thank You to all who helped from DLC on these projects and Olson’s Explosives for their 

continued support in providing transportation. These donations were  from Cluster D, Cluster B, Cluster I, St. Peter’s in 

Elma. and St. Paul’s in Monona. We CAN and DO make a difference. 

Angie Sadler is now the president of Upper Iowa Cluster D.   

Ladies here is the corrected address for the Quarterly Bible Study Magazine if your group choose to switch to a differ-

ent study.  LWML, 801 Seminary Place, Suite #L010, St. Louis, MO. 63105  

Save cancelled postage stamps. Cutting a ¼’’ to ½”  border around stamp. Containers in Library. Also saved Box Top la-

bels help the Navajo Christian Academy financially, containers found in Library 

The kitchen cleaning committee has been doing a wonderful l job on cleaning the kitchen area. It shows and is much 

appreciated by all.  Keep up the good work  and  THANK YOU for all your hard work. 

Please check Kitchen for pans or dishes you may have left. 

Questions, concerns, or suggestions, please call the church office. 

Sandy Kittelson & Nancy Spilde, Co-Chairpersons of DLCW  



Church Council Minutes 
July 16, 2019 

 

Members Present: Dave Sacquitne, Tim Wilson, Tamie Onsager, Scott Nordschow, Ron Stoskopf, Julie Askelson, Rebec-

ca Swella-Smedsrud, Jim Sims, Susanne Twedt, Rick Twedt, Renee Lillibridge,  

Deb Myhre, Dennis Young, Ted Wilson, Dennis Wohlfeil, Jeremy Thompson, Connie Kuennen, Danielle Askelson, An-

drea Wilson 

Members Absent: Interim Admin. Rev. Jim Glesne, Randy Iverson, Richard Cole, Gregg Pattison, Matt Burkey, Cortney 

Holm 

Call to Order: Dave Sacquitne 

Devotions: Dave Sacquitne 

Review of Agenda: Change in Old Business, (a) – from Vote to Discussion to stay with ELCA; Motion by Rick Twedt, 2nd 

by Jim Sims; Carried. 

Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve by Rebecca Smedsrud, 2nd by Rick Twedt; Carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Mary F. shared that the General Budget account looked positive but reminded Council no Senior 

Pastor salary/benefits were coming out of the account; net income from $42,164.86 to $18,945.00. Reviewed the 15 

month CD from the Rita Kern Estate of $163,877 at 2.6%, keep in mind that renewal of the CD, at maturity, has to be 

completed within 10 days. 

Visitor Recognition & Communications: none noted 

Committee reports: 

Education - Vacation Bible School – July 22-25; 8:30-12:00; 47 students are registered – 5 staff members from Sugar 

Creek are scheduled to come.  Added two more staff since more than 35 students registered. Education Committee to 

furnish a few meals to save on cost of meals.  Two of the meals can be Culvers gift cards Sunday will be Pizza Ranch Gift 

Card.  All activities will be outside on the church parking lot – rain site will be the lower level of the Youth Room. Since 

it is Nordic Fest week – we will not be in the main church building for any activities except the closing program on 

Thursday at 11:30 in the church sanctuary. Two additional volunteers from Decorah Lutheran are needed. Rally Sunday 

– handout discussed and assigned tasks. Secure Sunday School Teachers – Start contacting teachers and filling roster. 

Confirmation Committee update for 8th and 9th grade guide lines established received a copy to review. Update Time 

and Talent – Looking at opportunities to include on the Time and talent sheets. Education calendar will be finished by 

August Meeting. 10th Grade Confirmation program is not completed – Pastor Glesne will teach part of this.  Other: Jere-

my will send our e-mail for Adult forum committees sign up. 

Youth – Youth left for Montana trip on July 13th; dates have been set /advertised to clean out Youth Rm; updated the 

financial report; holding off on more Kwik Star cards; organizing the events calendar and focusing on construction/

updates/painting of Youth Rm. 

Stewardship- Reviewed Run Sunday materials for October 6th; worked on monthly Calendar; Next Noisy Offering recipi-

ent is Kaden’s Kloset. 

Worship – Contact with Pastor Ellingson to be longer term supply pastor, he declined due to health reasons; Pastor Re-

hfeldt will begin the last of August; Organist position has been advertised; Outdoor Service to be Aug 25th at 10:00 AM 

with Pastor Mike Blair; Working on monthly calendar. 

Evangelism- Welcoming 3 new members: Jo Kaplan, Doreen Fullhart & Hannah Young; Motion to accept new members 

by Tim Wilson, 2nd by Tamie Onsager; Carried. Worked on Time & Talent sheet updates, signs in Narthex & God Squad. 

Property & Mgmnt- Purchase of lawn mower was made; Erbie Steffens Family would like to contribute & participate in 



Parish Statistics 
Baptisms 

8/10: Kendrick Lee Formanek 

 

Deaths 

7/25: Jack Anundsen 

8/11: Vernetta Cline 

Weddings 

8/17: John Cochrane & Sarah 

McKay 

Happy Birthday to our 90+ Members! 

9/1: Marjorie Dehning (93), PO Box 98, Ossian, IA 52161 

9/10: Richard Stuckman (94), 4 Ohio St., Decorah, IA 

9/12: Stan Jeffers (94), 4 Ohio St., Decorah, IA 

9/13: Lois Gunhus (91), 1103 College Dr., Decorah, IA 

9/28: Psyche Bjerke: (94), 911 Ridgewood Dr., Decorah, IA 

updating the hearing devices; pastor headset/mic needs to be checked; 1 rental request for 10/24/19; Thank you re-

ceived from Northern Lights for use of DLC for concerts; Add lawn mowing to Time & Talent sheet. 

Mutual Ministry -  Survey results of 5% of congregation responding: Stay with ELCA 55.3%; Leave ELCA 44%. 

Personnel Comm – Worked with custodial duties to improve efficiency; provided task chart. 

Call Comm – Had 2 meetings; visited with retired pastors; Have questions on how to proceed; Selected chair, Andrea 

Wilson. 

Pastors’ Report- None noted. 

Old Business: a. Vote on whether to stay with ELCA (changed agenda item to Discussion) 

            b. Article 6-10 of DLC By-Laws states Council shall have a meeting each calendar month except one. 

New Business: a. Define position of new pastor  

Other Discussion:  Each Council member is to seek 2 pieces of information regarding the 3 Lutheran affiliations; ELCA, 

LCMC, NALC to share at the next Council meeting in effort to inform ourselves; to provide factual information to mem-

bers of the Congregation.  

New Members: none 

Transfers In: none 

Remove from Membership: none 

Transfers Out: none 

Next Executive Mtg: Aug 6, 2019@6:30 PM 

Next Council Mtg: Aug 13, 2019 @6:30 PM  Discussion only meeting; not a formal meeting unless a quorum is present. 

Motion to adjourn: By Susanne Twedt, 2nd by Danielle askelson; Carried. 

Closed with Lord’s Prayer 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Askelson 

Council Secretary 



Greetings from your Call Committee! 

We thought we would take a moment and update you on what we have been up to since you elected us in 

June as your representatives to seek out a new pastor for Decorah Lutheran Church. 

To begin with, introductions are in order. Your Call Committee consists of seven voting members including 

two youth representatives and an additional two alternates. The members of the committee are Jill Amdahl, 

Dawn Dynes-Christianson, Steve Hildebrand, Nadia Johnson, Tamie Onsager, Peyton Schutte, Brad Schwartz, 

Tim Stoddard and Andrea Wilson.  

This is an exciting, but anxious, time for us at Decorah Lutheran. Yet, it is an opportune time to take pause 

and reflect on ‘who we are’, where we are in our mission and ministry in carrying out the word of God and 

just where do we want to go in the future as a congregation. It is also a time to assess what we need and ex-

pect from pastoral leadership. What might be their roles and responsibilities within our congregational minis-

tries? The answers to those questions and many more will eventually make up what is called our congrega-

tional profile. Think of it as a very extensive job description of our church. Much of the groundwork has al-

ready been completed thanks to the church staff, pastor Glesne, the council, the Mutual Ministry Committee 

and the various task forces. Once the profile has been assembled, it will be submitted to the ELCA’s NE Iowa 

Synod office in Waverly and the candidate search process will begin in earnest. 

So…what have we been doing the past few months? Well as I stated, we have mostly been gathering infor-

mation. As a part of that, we asked some of the retired pastors from our congregation to meet with us to dis-

cuss what questions they might ask of a candidate and also what potential pastors might be looking for in us.  

Their insight was much appreciated. We also met with the Assistant to the Bishop; Pr. Stephen Brackett. He 

shared with us requirements for submitting the congregational profile along with providing many resources 

and ideas. As we continue to gather information on your behalf, your input is always welcomed and encour-

aged. Please seek out one us on the committee if you have comments, concerns, ideas or even maybe even 

the name of a potential pastor you would like us to consider. 

For those of you that have been part of a call process in the past, you know it is just that; a process and 

one that takes time. Of course, the Sundays keep coming and we have been blessed with a wonderful diversi-

ty of supply pastors. A big thank you should go to the many pastors in our region that have helped us out 

over the past nine months. We should also recognize the dedicated work of the Worship and Evangelism 

Committee in finding and scheduling pastors each and every Sunday. Thank you! 

In conclusion, I thought I would reflect on the banners that hang at the front of the church.   

The large banner hanging over the pastors pulpit serves as a reminder that although we are from all walks 

of life and are on different stages of our faith journey, we have ALL been united as one in Christ through bap-

tism. Just as there are many colors of a rainbow, when they are all brought together they appear as a single 

white light. 

The blue banner hanging by the lectern display reassuring words of comfort. Although we do not know 

what the future holds for us, we can trust that God does. So it is in Him we place our trust and we pray for 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we all together forge on in our search.   

These are exciting times to be sure!   

(submitted by: Brad Schwartz on behalf of the DLC Call Committee) 



Nordic Fest Success 
2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each person should do as he has decided in his heart – not reluctantly or out of necessity, for 

God loves a cheerful giver.” 

And talk about cheerful givers Thank you, All, for helping make the DLC Nordic Fest Dinner a success!  In 

talking about planning the meal, checking dinner preparations and coordinating workers, the Nordic Fest Dinner 

seems like no-big-deal; but next year’s planning begins to take shape immediately following the dinner. A reflec-

tion of the meal and efforts of a large group of willing volunteers has been made to improve next year’s meal.  

Many members of our DLC faith community donated ingredients, monetary donations and considerable 

amounts of time toward the dinner.  There are many who work behind-the-scenes, as well as, those who take a 

more visible role in helping with the Nordic Feat Dinner. The last couple of years, teams of folks have been estab-

lished to coordinate meal preparations.   

The Team Leaders are as follows:  

Ruth Jauert – “Sweet Soup Sweethearts”      Jean Forde & Kris Kratz – “Delightful Decorators” 

Linda Isenberger – “Lefse Holy Rollers” & “Rockin’ Relish Room” 

Peggy Rovang – “Ragin’ Rommegrot”        Danielle Askelson – “Warm-fuzzy Waitstaff” 

Connie Kuennen – “Krazy Kitchen Klean-up”       Carol Stoddard – “Bustlin’ Bussers” 

Elaine Ward – “Cookie Corral” 

Please thank and ask these Team Leaders who was on their Team. These Teams along with the Volunteers 

who worked in the kitchen/dining room, sold tickets, greeted and took tickets, hosted in the sanctuary, escorted 

visitors to social hall, warmly thanked diners for attending and office help, total… 132+ workers (inevitably, apol-

ogies to anyone forgotten). Additionally, thanks are offered to the guests who purchased 604 meal tickets that 

enjoyed a delicious meal. This year’s meal profit of $3,156.96 is held in a Nordic Fest Dinner Restricted Account.  

2 Corinthians 9:11 “You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 

through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 

Thank you, All, for your help with the Decorah Lutheran Nordic Fest Dinner and Thanks Be to God! 

With sincere appreciation, 

Julie and Claire Askelson 

Nordic Fest Dinner Coordinators  

Run Sunday 2019 
2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each person should  do as he has decided in his 

heart – not reluctantly or out of necessity, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.” 

“…for God loves a cheerful giver.”  Think of the times you have been 

“cheerful   givers”. The gift of time to share an experience, the gift   

of talent to teach to  a strength or weakness or the gift of finance to 

support a cause or space. Each of the members of Decorah Lutheran Church has been blessed by God with 

the resources of time, talent and money. You don’t have to be retired to take the time to volunteer, you 

don’t have to be an accomplished seamstress/tailor to sew a quilt and you don’t have to be wealthy to “give 



 

The Last Note…  

It doesn’t seem like it has been 20 years!  The opportunity to serve God here at Decorah Lutheran Church, as your 
“Substitute” Organist, has indeed been my privilege. As I retire, I send my most heartfelt Thank You, to each of you who 
have been kind & supportive of my “ministry” as your organist; to the Staff, Church Councils, Worship Committees, Mu-
sic Committees, Sunday School, Choirs/Directors, Sound/Video techs, Custodians, and to all the soloists/
instrumentalists whom I’ve had the privilege of accompanying as we worked together to offer praise and thanksgiving 
to our Lord and Savior.  Your encouragement and friendships have greatly enriched my role in serving the Lord here at 
DLC into much more than a “job”. 

Playing the piano for worship services at our Springwater church during the summers, recalls memories of my small 
home church where I began this journey of music ministry many years ago, and whose interior was very similar.  It has 
been pure joy! 

In 2001, DLC started a Contemporary Service: to the many Praise teams/Directors over the years who were so dedi-
cated in giving of their time and talent to glorify the Lord in our sanctuary:  know that I’m forever grateful for your 
commitment in spreading the Word of God in music. 

To all of the called and interim Pastors under whom I’ve had the privilege of working with here at Decorah Lutheran:  
Pastors Jim Glesne, John Halvorson, Tim Tostengard, Al Vik, Bryan Robertson, John Mayer, Ole Winter, Tom Pietz, 
Wayne Hagan, Roger Buhr, David Sorenson, Charis Combs-Lay, Brenda Crossfield, our guest Pastors; and our AIM/
Deacon, Pat Gjere; it has been an honor to worship/serve the Lord with all of you in your ministries.  

Daryl Hansmeier will be taking over as your Organist on September 15th.   He is an accomplished organist and you 
will enjoy hearing him demonstrate his phenomenal skills as you sing praises to God.  Please extend a warm welcome 
to him and kindly support him in his music ministry. 

I look forward to the opportunity to spend more time with my family and do some traveling.  In whatever the LORD 
has planned for the next phase of my life, I know that HE will continue to guide me, walk with me, strengthen me, carry 
me, and as always….love me Through it All.  I have been so-o-o blessed!   

God Be with You…. You are near and dear to my heart!         

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Kathy Murray, DLC Organist 

from the heart”. You just need to be present and intentional in sharing your gifts with the many ministries at 

DLC. 

Decorah Lutheran Church has many “cheerful givers” sharing time, talents and finances supporting youth and 

adult ministries, serving on committees, helping with worship services and assisting with local/global mis-

sions.  Each year, your Stewardship Committee sets out to reach as many members as possible with the Run 

Sunday Packets to encourage continued support of DLC.  These packets are intended to allow you, the mem-

bers, to intentionally express your interest in being an active participant with the ministries at Decorah Lu-

theran Church. Look for the Comments section of the Time & Talent sheet to share ideas so we can improve 

ministry opportunities for our members. 

Run Sunday will be October 6th. Your Stewardship Committee invites each of you read the materials in your 

Run Sunday Packets.  Please decide in your hearts, how you can continue being “cheerful givers” to enrich 

our faith community at Decorah Lutheran Church. 

From Him, All Blessings Flow, 

Stewardship Committee 

Rebecca Swella-Smedsrud, Susanne Twedt, Richard Cole, Jim Sims, Rick Twedt, Julie Askelson  

Thank You 

Kathy!! 



2019 ELCA CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY 

August 5-9, 2019  Milwaukee, WI 

 

Our denomination, the ELCA, holds a churchwide assembly triennially—to worship, vote on matters of       

governance and policy, and be church together for the sake of the world. This past week’s churchwide        

assembly was full of important votes and actions, including: 

 

● Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was reelected for a second six-year term on the first ballot. 

● A declaration of apology to our siblings of African descent, which was received by the African Descent      

Lutheran Association with thanks and a call for accountability and living into the words shared.              

(https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Ethnic-Specific-and-Multicultural-Ministries/

African-Descent, PDF of declaration found on this webpage)  

● Approved resolution declaring the ELCA is a “sanctuary church body,” encouraging participation in the ELCA 

AMMPARO initiative for migrant children, discernment of care for our immigrant neighbors in our context, 

and the promise of forthcoming resources for this work. (https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8000) 

● Approved support for the World Council of Church’s Thursdays in Black, awareness movement for a world 

without rape and violence. (https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/lutheran-assembly-formally-

endorses-thursdays-in-black)  

● Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, in honor and remembrance of the martyrdom of 

the Emanuel 9. (https://emanuelnine.epistles.faith/petition, language of Emanuel 9 petition) 

● Approved a declaration for inter-religious commitment, reaffirming ecumenical and interfaith partnerships. 

(https://www.elca.org/Faith/Ecumenical-and-Inter-Religious-Relations/Inter-Religious-Relations, PDF of     

declaration found on this webpage)  

● Approved the recommendations from a strategic taskforce which has been studying how to work toward 

authentic diversity in our church. 

● Approved memorials: affirming but not “endorsing” the Poor People’s Campaign, care for immigrants and 

refugees, and other statements. 

● Adopted a new social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Justice: a Lutheran Call to Action,” and its                  

implementing resolutions. (https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Current-Social-Writing-Projects/

Women-and-Justice?) 

● Deacon Sue Rothmeyer was elected Churchwide Secretary, a full-time position which acts as executive    

administrator and leader on all constitutional matters and interpretation. 

● Constitutional change for Deacons (rostered ministers of word and service) to be ordained, from the       

previous practice of consecration. 

● Celebrated the milestones of 50 years of women's ordination, 40 years since the first woman of color was 

ordained, and 10 years since full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ clergy  

 

A more information on the assembly can be found here: https://www.elca.org/churchwideassembly  

https://elca.org/


Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

September 1 
8:30 am – Bill & Nancy Spilde,     
Les Askelson, John & Carol Baker, 
Tom Hovey 
September 8 
8:30 am – Larry Berland, Todd 
McDonough, Ron & Sandy Stover 
10:45 am – Rusty Samuelson, Ron 
& Rebecca Nelson 
September 15 
8:30 am – Darrell Winkie, Victor 
Fye, Dave Sacquitne, Nolan     
Kuennen, Greg Elton, Braden Elton 
10:45 am – Dwayne, Lisa, Jenna & 
Jayden Lundtvedt, Brian Cook, 
Ward Budweg 
September 22 
8:30 am – Ray Koshatka, Gary Hall, 
Dennis Young, Randy Emerson, Bill 
Post 
10:45 am – Rick, Denise & Conner 
Cook, Dave Hansmeier 
September 29 
8:30 am – Stan Moellers, Victor Fye 
10:45 am – Gene Sanderman, Tony 
Gossman, Scott Lang 
 

Nursery 
September 1 
8:30 am – Amanda Hahn, Bryar  
Duwe 
September 8 
8:30 am – Maria Hendrickson 
10:45 am – Jenna Lundtvedt 
September 15 
8:30 am – Kayla Burkey 
10:45 am – Emma Johnson 
September 22 
8:30 am – Jennifer Sime 
10:45 am – Riley Wilson 
September 29 
8:30 am – Tina Onsager 
10:45 am – Max Wilson 
 

Greeters 
September 1 
8:30 am – Dorothy Sunday, Cindy & 
Dave Hansmeier 
September 8 
8:30 am – Ellen Rink, Merlyn & 
Shirley Finley 
10:45 am – Cheryl Frye, Rebecca & 
Ron Nelson 
September 15 
8:30 am – Gary & Norma Hall, 
Mark Steffens 
10:45 am – Jake Hildebrand, 
RuthAnn Proctor 
September 22 
8:30 am – Tamie & Ron Onsager, 
Angie Leiran 
10:45 am – Jon & Becky Curtis 
Family, Elaine Ward, Joann Voltmer 
September 29 
8:30 am – Jeremy & Trista       
Thompson, Mike Miculinich 
10:45 am – Gene & Julie Ude,  
Cheryl Frye 
 

Readers 
September 1 
8:30 am – Susanne Twedt 
September 8 
8:30 am – Cindy Huber 
10:45 am – Steve Hildebrand 
September 15 
8:30 am – Barbara Post 
10:45 am – Dean Beckman 
September 22 
8:30 am – Danielle Askelson 
10:45 am – Katherine Gisleson 
September 29 
8:30 am – Andrea Wilson 
10:45 am – Brad Schwartz 
 

Altar Guild for September 
Linda Isenberger, Laurie Christen 

 
 

Communion Set-up 
September 1 
8:30 am – Darlene Martin 
September 8 
10:45 am – Denise & Rick Cook  
September 15 
8:30 am – Claire Askelson 
September 22 
10:45 – Lisa & Dwayne Lundtvedt 
 

Communion Assistants 
September 1 
8:30 am – Gary & Norma Hall,  
Connie Kuennen 
September 8 
10:45 am – Jane & Steve              
Hildebrand, Marcia Fox 
September 15 
8:30 am – John Baker, Kari & Randy 
Iverson 
September 22 
10:45 am – Tracy & Wayne Dostal, 
Joann Voltmer 

 
Acolytes 

September 1 
8:30 am –  
September 8 
8:30 am –  
10:45 am – 
September 15 
8:30 am –  
10:45 am – 
September 22 
8:30 am –  
10:45 am – 
September 29 
8:30 am – 
10:45 am – 
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Purpose: to openly accept 

God’s call to teach, serve, 

and share His gift’s faithfully. 

Special Events 

• Ole’s Class Starts Sept. 4. 

• 8, 9 & 10th grade Confirmation classes start Sept. 4. 

• Rally Sunday - Sept 8. - Sunday School Begins 

-9:15-10:45 activities and refreshments in the church 

parking lot. Class lists are posted on board across from 

the church office and the education building. 

If you would like to 
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church website only, 

please inform the 

church office and we 

will take you off the 

mailing list. If the 

office is not notified 
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per copy. If you DO 

NOT want a paper 

copy please call or 

email the church. 


